Accuracy of stool antigen test in posteradication assessment of Helicobacter pylori infection.
Our aim was to evaluate the accuracy of HpSA test in the diagnosis of Helicobacter pylori infection after the end of eradication therapy. In all 106 H. pylori-positive patients (55 men and 51 women, mean age 51 years, range 19-82) were treated with a course of eradicating regimen. [13C]Urea breath test (UBT) and HpSA were performed four weeks after stopping the treatment. The diagnostic accuracy of HpSA was evaluated in comparison with the results of [13C]UBT. In 90 patients (85%) H. pylori was eradicated according to [13C]urea breath test. After eradication, sensitivity of HpSA was 87.5%, specificity 95.5%, positive predictive value 77.8%, negative predictive value 97.7%, and diagnostic accuracy 94.3%. HpSA is a valuable test in the posteradication assessment of H. pylori infection.